July 9, 2018
Wilbur Ross
Secretary
Regulatory Policy Division
Bureau of Industry and Security
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 2099B
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Mike Pompeo
Secretary
Office of Defense Trade Controls Policy
Directorate of Defense Trade Controls
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

RE: RIN 0694-AF47 (Commerce) and RIN 1400-AE30 (State)
Dear Mr. Ross and Mr. Pompeo,
Trinity Health values the opportunity to comment on the proposed rules to address the Control of
Firearms, Guns, Ammunition and Related Articles the President Determines No Longer Warrant
Control Under the United States Munitions List (USML). Trinity Health is one of the largest multiinstitutional Catholic health care delivery systems in the nation, serving diverse communities that
include more than 30 million people across 22 states. Trinity Health includes 93 hospitals as well as
109 continuing care locations that include PACE, senior living facilities, and home care and hospice
services. We are called by our Catholic faith to preserve the sanctity of life, and are working to
reduce violence in our communities and around the world.
The proposed rule referenced above addresses many aspects of firearm regulation, sales and
oversight, however Trinity Health is especially concerned about the shift of weapon sale regulation
from the State Department to the Commerce Department. Our concern stems from the risk we
perceive about how this regulatory change could increase the amount of violence caused by
weapons around the world. All forms of firearms are used extensively in criminal violence around the
world. We believe the world is better served by their export being handled by the State Department,
which is required and organized to consider the probable impacts in importing nations on stability,
human security, conflict, and human rights. We have great concern about the proposed transfer of
the regulation of gun exportation licensing from the State department to the Commerce Department,
whose principle mission is to stimulate trade.
Every day around the world firearms are used to kill a thousand people in acts of organized crime,
political violence, terrorism, and human rights violations. The proposed rule would transfer the
regulation around the sale of weapons – including AR-15, AK-47 and other military-style assault
rifles and their ammunition – to the Commerce Department control. These are among the deadliest
personal-use weapons produced in the United States, and it is our understanding that they are
weapons of choice for criminal organizations in Mexico and other Latin American countries that are
responsible for most of the increasing and record levels of homicides in those countries. We believe
that the export of these weapons should be subject to greater regulation, not less.
We believe that the Department of Commerce is effective at advancing the interests and
revenues of private businesses in our country, which contributes to a strong economy.
However, we believe that firearms and ammunitions should not be viewed as a commodity
that should benefit from reduced regulatory oversight. Boosting economic development and
competitive advantage at the expense of increased violence including loss of life is
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unconscionable to us. We strongly urge the Departments of Commerce and State to rescind
this proposed rule.
Thank you for consideration of our comments on this important issue. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me at wellstk@trinity-health.org or 734-343-0824.
Sincerely,

Tonya K. Wells
Vice President, Public Policy & Federal Advocacy
Trinity Health
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