Just the Facts: A Monthly Report on the 2020 Presidential Candidates
Spotlight on Student Debt
Democratic Presidential candidates are concerned about nationwide mounting student debt, now totaling almost $1.5 trillion.1
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) plans to “roll back that debt…and make college universally available with free tuition and fees.” 2 Sen.
Bernie Sanders’ College for All Act would waive tuition at public colleges and cap interest rates on loans, since “we can give a trillion
dollars in tax breaks to people who don't need it.”3 Other supporters of free tuition at public institutions include Rep. Tulsi Gabbard
(D-HI)4, Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH),5 author Marianne Williamson,6 Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ),7 and former Housing Secretary Julian Castro,8
who also would exclude for-profit colleges from federal aid programs. Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA) cosponsored the College for All Act
and called for the cancellation of student debt related to for-profit colleges.9 Not in favor of free college, Mayor Pete Buttigieg (DIN) admits having “a hard time…with the idea of a majority who earn less because they didn’t go to college subsidizing a minority
who earn more because they did.”10 Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) supports loan forgiveness and refinance options, but does not
support free college, “I wish…we could afford it.” 11 Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) introduced legislation to modify the Public Service
Loan Forgiveness program “to expand the number of people who can qualify for the program and receive student loan
forgiveness.”12 Former Vice President Joe Biden also has proposed expanding access to the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program,
with special provisions for educators.13 Former Rep. John Delaney (D-MD)14 and tech entrepreneur Andrew Yang support the
discharge of student debt through revised bankruptcy laws15, while Former Rep. Beto O’Rourke (D-TX) and Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-CA)
support debt-free college in exchange for public service.16 Governors Steve Bullock (D-MT) and Jay Inslee (D-WA) would address
institutions directly by “freezing tuition”17 and increasing financial aid,18 while former Gov. John Hickenlooper supports “free
community college for people who can’t afford it.”19 Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO) has called for expanding Pell grants and increasing
“degree attainment…and efficiency,”20 similar to Rep. Seth Moulton (D-MA), who also supports “two free years of community
college.”21 New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio finds that community colleges need more promotion and innovation “to reduce debt
accumulation,”22 as Miramar, FL Mayor Wayne Messam supports a one-time cancellation of all student debt “to allow borrowers to
begin building wealth at the same pace as their peers not burdened with student debt.” 23
*******
Republican hopefuls disagree on student debt, providing stark contrasts between the President and challengers. President
Donald Trump proposes to eliminate the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program and restrict student loan borrowing “to force
colleges and universities to either cap tuition increases, or even lower tuition.”24 According to the President, "Student loan debt. I'm
going to work to fix it…I've always been very good with loans. I love loans. I love other people's money." 25 Former Gov. Bill Weld (RMA) supports more online courses and free in-state tuition for displaced workers at community colleges. He warns, “If we don’t do
this, the door to the middle class may be closed to the working poor.” 26

NEA Believes
Every American should have access to higher education, regardless of income. The staggering amount of overall student debt
warrants federal intervention, including public service loan forgiveness, support for free community college, student loan
refinancing options, and the untangling of for-profit financial institutions from federal student aid.
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