March 23, 2017
The Honorable Dan Newhouse
United States House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

On behalf of the Association of the United States Navy, we would like to pledge our support for
H.R. 476, the Veterans Emergency Treatment Act or the VET Act. The legislation is a response
to incidents of mismanagement and the subsequent mistreatment of veterans, including the case
of a 64-year-old Army veteran from Kennewick, who was refused assistance from his car to the
emergency room at a Seattle Veterans Administration hospital in February of 2015.
This bill requires that a veteran enrolled in the Department of Veterans Affairs health care
program who requests a medical examination or treatment at an emergency department of a VA
medical facility be provided with a medical screening examination to determine whether an
emergency medical condition exists and, if so, stabilizing medical treatment or a transfer to
another VA or non-VA medical facility.
If a non-stabilized emergency medical condition exists, the VA hospital may not transfer the
veteran unless:


The veteran, after being made aware of the risks, makes a written transfer request



A physician (or a qualified medical person if a physician is not present) certifies that the
medical benefits of a transfer outweigh the risks.

The VA may not take adverse action against a VA employee because the employee refuses to
authorize the transfer of an enrolled veteran with a non-stabilized emergency medical condition
or because the employee reports a violation of a requirement of this bill.
A VA or non-VA medical facility may not delay provision of an appropriate medical screening
examination or further medical examination and treatment required in order to inquire about the
payment method or insurance status of an enrolled veteran.

Thank you for taking an active role in such an important issue to the Military and Veteran
community by working to improve the lives and careers of those who served our great nation.
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Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 703-548-5800 or at
michael.little@ausn.org.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Little
Director of Legislative Affairs
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