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Bipartisan Senate CCDBG Bill 
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In March, legislation was passed by the Senate 
(S. 1086).  
The vote was 96-2  
[Senator Coburn (R-OK) and Senator Lee (R-UT)] 
 
It’s been 18 years since CCDBG was reauthorized 
(1996). 
 
A major bipartisan achievement.       
Å 3 hearings by the Subcommittee on children (2 in 

2011 and 1 in 2012) 
Å Senator Mikulski (D-MD) and Senator Burr (R-NC) 

were key 
 
 



House Action 
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House Hearing: 
 
March 25, Education and the Workforce Early Childhood Subcommittee 
 
Å "The Foundation for Success: Strengthening the Child Care and Development 

Block Grant tǊƻƎǊŀƳά 
 
Å Paula Koos, Oklahoma Child Care Resource & Referral Association.  

V Testimony 
Å Linda Kostantenaco, National Child Care Association 

V Testimony 
 

Chairman Kline (R-MN) and Subcommittee Chairman Rokita (R-IN) were key. 
 

http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=373808
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=373808
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=373808
http://edworkforce.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Koos_Testimony.pdf
http://edworkforce.house.gov/uploadedfiles/kostantenaco_testimony.pdf


Bicameral, Bipartisan CCDBG Bill 
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House Republicans and Democrats met over the 
summer. 
Å Started with the Senate passed bill. 
Å Talked through some new issues (unlicensed 

care, business technical assistance, rates, etc.). 
Å Reached agreement. J 

 
House Educ & the Workforce Committee met with 
Senate HELP Committee leadership. 
Å Announced an agreement on September 12 
Å House approved the bill Monday, September 15 

unanimously. 
  



Senate Swag 
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All the Senate had to do was pass the House bill. 
Å It was hot-lined (like many other bills) 
Å 2 Senators objected. 
Å Senator Coburn (R-OK) and Senator Toomey (R-PA) 
 
More Negotiations. 
Å 30 bills passed by UC on September 18. 
Å But not child care. 
Å Child care will be pending business November 12 
Å Cloture has been filed, a vote will occur. 
Å Onward to President Obama to become law. J 
  



So, What’s in the CCDBG Bill? 
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The main points:  
Å to improve the safety of children in child care; and 
Å to promote more accountability for public dollars. 
 
How? For licensed, regulated, and non-relative 
unlicensed providers who care for children receiving a 
subsidy: 
 
Å Fingerprint background checks for providers, 

including unlicensed non-relatives who receive a 
subsidy. 

Å Minimum health & safety protections for kids 
Å Training and professional development  
Å Inspections  



Virginia Impact 
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Virginia Impact  
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Virginia Impact 
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Virginia Impact 
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There are other provisions too, but VA already has those requirements (i.e.,  12 month eligibility) 



Virginia Working Families 
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Å 393,888 Children Under Age 6 with Working 
Parents 

Å Roughly 90,000 live in poverty (under age 5) 
Å About 21,200 kids receive a subsidy every 

month (Birth to age 13) 
Å About 14% (2,968) are in unlicensed care 
 
 
CCDBG is about these children, but it’s really 
about all children. 



Key Areas to Review for VA 
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Å Background Checks 
Å Health & Safety 
Å Inspections 
Å New Plan Requirements:   
Å Unlicensed Care Review: Is it safe? 
Å Inspections for unlicensed 
Å Background checks for unlicensed 
Å Health & safety 
Å Death reporting 
 

Big Question for Virginia: 
Å VA is one of 8 states with an FCC licensing 

threshold that begins at 6 unrelated kids 
Å //5.D ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘΣ ōǳǘ 

does require review of safety 
 



What about the Money? 
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CCDBG allocates to the states: 
Å $2.1 billion in discretionary money 
Å ϷнΦф ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ άƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅέ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
Å Of which $1.67 billion requires a match 

ÅStates can also x-fer 30% of TANF to CCDBG 
 

Virginia receives: 
Å $43.4 million in discretionary 
Å ϷсоΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ άƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅέ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
Å Of which $42 million requires a match 

Å VA TANF x-fer $9.4 million (6%) to CCDBG (FY2013) 

Å VA TANF x-fer $21.2 million (12%+) (FY2012) 

 

Source: FY2012 CCDBG Expenditure Data, http:// 1.usa.gov/1t10Dop 
 

http://1.usa.gov/1t10Dop
http://1.usa.gov/1t10Dop


HHS Child Care Regs 

In May of 2013, HHS proposed revised 
regulations for the Child Care & 
Development Block Grant (CCDBG). 
 
Å The regs were close to the Senate bill 
Å HHS will need to issue new regs 
Å The bicameral, bipartisan bill goes 

further than the regs 
Å Expect the regs likely in the next 6 

months 
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QRIS is Related to CCDBG, But Not Required 
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The BUILD Initiative held a national conference in Denver in July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: Stars, 
Levels, Steps, etc. 
 
Å 18 states plus 

DC use a block 
system 

 
Å  9 states use a 

point system 
 
Å 10 states use a 

hybrid system. 



Upcoming Studies… 
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Not really about QRIS, but might help support QRIS… 
 
Marcy Whitebook, Ph.D. – the Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, 
University of California at Berkeley 
 
Å Stress and Wages (Nov 2014): low pay for ECE teachers, use of federal income 

supports, such as Food Stamps, widespread. 
Å Child Care Staffing (White Paper Nov 2014): examining changes in child care 

jobs (update to 1989 National Child Care Staffing Study) ς poverty wages and 
high turnover (likely to call for supports to improve qualifications and also 
increased compensation and benefits) 

Å SEQUAL: online measure that asks ECE teaching staff about policies, practices 
and relationships that support or undermine their ability to apply what they 
know 

 



Next Steps and Q & A 
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Conclusion: 
Å¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΤ //5.D ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ±! ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ 
ÅAfter years of policy inaction, we have a huge opportunity 
ÅNeed to raise visibility, keep up the chatter 
V Schedule meetings with your policymakers 
V Use email, FB, twitter, blogs, letters-to-the editor 
V Form parent networks & alliances with nontraditional allies 
V Be clear on message & deploy the best messengers 

Å Don’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good 
V Link early learning with economic development 
V Urge additional funding 

Questions? 
Grace Reef at GraceReef2013@gmail.com 
 

mailto:GraceReef2013@gmail.com

